Past to come alive at the Dana Adobe during Heritage Day 

By Todd Cralley/Staff Writer

As the Dana Adobe Nipomo Amigos prepare for the upcoming Rancho Nipomo Heritage Day, one of the year’s biggest events at the historical Dana Adobe, Herb Kandel and Alan Daurio of the nonprofit organization reveal some of the groups ambitious plans for the future.

That includes obtaining national landmark status for the building that once played such an integral part of early California history. 

“Our vision is to reconstruct the Dana rancho in Nipomo and create an interactive historic park,” said Kandel, president of DANA. “When visitors come to the park, they will be transported back in time to 1849.”

Kandel envisions characters dressed in period-specific clothing re-enacting many of the day-to-day tasks associated with life at Rancho Nipomo.

That’s exactly what visitors will experience at this Saturday’s Heritage Day, an interactive, cultural history lesson featuring re-enactments throughout the event at the Dana Adobe.

“We’re going to have an entire day of historical re-enactments,” Kandel said. “There will even be a special proclamation read by state Assemblyman Sam Blakeslee and delivered by a military dispatch officer.”

Heritage Day will feature portrayals of men and women who were essential to settling the Central Coast, including Capt. William G. Dana, owner of Rancho Nipomo; Capt. John Charles Fremont, leader of the Bear Flag Revolt; Henry Tefft, Dana’s son-in-law and a state legislator who helped write the first California Constitution; and a host of others.

Re-creating history

It is DANA’s hope that, as a future destination for tourists visiting the area, the Dana Adobe will be a place where they can interact with re-enactors in a historical setting.

That would include women weaving clothing and baskets, a blacksmith, craftsmen working in the wood shop making furniture and in the leather shop tanning hides and workers tending the ornamental and vegetable gardens and any of the other numerous aspects of early California life.

“This is the only Mexican-era ranchero that is a private residence in San Luis Obispo and northern Santa Barbara (counties), and we want protection of this landmark,” Kandel said.

The organization is also interested in preserving the pristine viewshed east of the property as well as the natural habitat that once grew along the edges of Nipomo Creek.

“When people visit here in the future, we want them to be able to experience the viewshed that was once so much a part of the Dana property,” said Daurio, vice president of DANA.

“We want them to be able to see the cattle on the hills,” he continued. “It’s important to preserve that. We also want to restore the original riparian creeksides with much of the native vegetation that once grew here.”

Preserving, re-creating and sharing the history of the Dana property is of the utmost priorities for the organization. Their vision does not include amusement rides.

“This needs to be a living historical park devoted to the Adobe house and the cultures of the Central Coast,” said. Daurio. “We don’t want this to be Danaland.”

Restoring the past

Built by Dana as his family residence, the 13-room adobe home is distinguished as the most historic residence in the San Luis Obispo County, according to DANA members.

Dana began construction of the adobe residence in 1839, completing it 12 years later.

After years of neglect, the Dana Adobe is being restored to its original beauty, thanks, in most part, to the vision of DANA.

The California Conservation Corps has recently completed making more than 3,000 adobe bricks to be used in reconstructing the south wall of the home.

Construction will begin shortly after Saturday’s Heritage Day and is expected to take several months, as the old wall will be torn down brick by brick to the foundation.

Protection and restoration of the Dana Adobe is moving forward, according to Kandel.

“We have just completed Ramon’s room,” he said. “We spent over a year excavating the floor area looking for relevant archeological items.”

Some of the items recovered during the dig can be dated back to the 19th century and include a broken bottle of Bordeaux wine from France with the label intact, sewing needles and children’s toys.

Part of DANA’s plans are to reconstruct many of the original outbuildings, such as the barn, wood shop and corral, as well as construct a visitor center and museum.

Importance recognized

Constructed on what used to be the sprawling 37,888-acre Rancho Nipomo, the adobe is listed on the National Register of Historic Places and is designated a California state historic landmark.

The Dana house and rancho played an important role during the Mexican era of California’s history as well as the early years of California’s statehood.

It was there that weary travelers stopped as they made their way between San Luis Obispo and Los Alamos on the road to Santa Barbara.

For many years, it was the only stopping place between Mission San Luis Obispo de Tolosa and Mission Santa Ines. Its proximity to the coast offered convenient access to shipping for both local coastal and foreign trade.

Representatives National Park Service, a division of the U.S. Department of the Interior, have told DANA the adobe should qualify as a nationally significant place, so members preparing to pursue national landmark status.

“We are in the process of writing our application for Dana house to become a national landmark,” Kandel said. “We anticipate that to take at least a year. We want (the application) to be thorough when we send it in.”

Rancho Nipomo and the Dana Adobe were quite a melting pot for the many cultures that made up the Central Coast in the mid- to late 1800s, and DANA members want to include a place for all of them.

“Our plans are ambitious because of the historical significance of the many cultures associated with the rancho,” Kandel said.

Join the celebration

n Rancho Nipomo Heritage Day will be held 10 a.m. until 5 p.m. Saturday at the Dana Adobe on South Oakglen

Avenue in Nipomo.

 The event will include 50 re-enactments by characters in historical costumes,

demonstrations, music, dancing, food and more.

 There will be plenty of activities for children, including panning for gold.

 Admission is free

 Call 929-5679 for additional information.

Todd Cralley can be reached at tcralley@theadobepress.com. 

